
 

L AST  WEEK ’S  CELEBRAT ION OF  
PENTECOST ,  when we recalled the sending 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and Our 
Lady in the upper room, was the culmination of 

our season-long lesson in the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity. Having begun on the First Sunday of Lent with 
Satan’s confusion about the person of Jesus, and 
continuing on with the confirmation by the centurion at 
the foot of the cross that “Truly this was the Son of 
God,” and finally to the revelation of the Holy Spirit, 
the combined seasons of Lent and Easter steep us in 
what the Catechism of the Catholic Church says is the 
central mystery of Christian faith and life. “It is the 
mystery of God in himself. It is therefore the source of 
all the other mysteries of faith, the light that enlightens 
them.” (CCC 234) 
     Bishop Barron calls today’s feast of the Holy Trinity 
the “preacher’s nightmare.” Years ago, a priest I knew - 
reputed to be one of the smartest fellows to come out 
of the seminary - told the people at Mass that “it’s a 
mystery” and simply left it at that. The worshippers 
were, I suppose, either overjoyed at the five-second 
homily or disappointed that their questions were left 
unanswered. Many know of St. Patrick’s limping 
analogy of the shamrock to try to explain the concept 
of “three persons in one God.” You likely have heard 
me tell of St. Augustine’s walk along the shore when 
he met the little boy who, improbably, was trying to 
capture the sea in a small hole he dug in the sand. We 
could well identify with the child’s rebuke of the saint, 
who had been pondering the Trinity, that his task was 
no less possible than Augustine’s attempt to capture 
the mystery in such a small head. Nevertheless, the 
Church has ever explained and articulated and 
elucidated what had been handed on to the Apostles 
and subsequently to us. Words and concepts such as 
hypostatic union, consubstantial, perichoresis, etc., 
have been coined and used to give us something of a 
grasp of what is essentially Love itself. But the inmost 
Being of God as Holy Trinity, the Catechism tells us, 
can never be known unless it is revealed by God 
Himself. 
     That revelation can be aptly described as Grace. As 
the Catechism teaches us, grace is the free gift “God 
makes to us of his own life, infused by the Holy Spirit 
into our soul to heal it of sin and to sanctify it.” (CCC 

1999) We acknowledge this particularly when we 
baptize infants, that they might claim God’s 
forgiveness of Original Sin, but also that they are His 
sons and daughters. No litmus test, no schooling, no 
certificate of completion is required; only the love of 
the child’s parents.   
     This is a lesson that must be learned by everyone, 
and of which we should be reminded frequently. It is 
an important reason behind the parish’s move to the 
restored order of the sacraments! Since St. Pius X’s 
degree in 1910 allowing and encouraging the 
reception of Holy Communion for children who have 
reached the “age of reason,” the Sacrament of 
Confirmation has been administered by bishops at 
various ages, though Pope Leo XIII clearly taught 
beforehand, as the Second Vatican Council did, that it 
should be given at the age of discretion. Unhappily, 
these different practices have led to a culture of 
formation that has created false notions children could 
only properly receive the sacrament after completion of 
a course of study and that adolescence somehow 
made it easier. While some catechesis is necessary 
(and this from the notion of “the age of reason”), the 
graces received in Confirmation, as a completion of 
baptismal graces and preparation for the fullness of 
communion with Christ in the Eucharist, require a 
“mature” understanding that is relative to the age of 
the person, whether they are 7 or 8 or 16 or 32. 
Actually, since many studies suggest that the “moral 
compass” of a person is formed by the age of 9, it 
seems most practical to ensure they have received the 
graces of the Holy Spirit shared through Confirmation 
at that younger age.  
     Our hope is that not only will this restoration of the 
proper order of the sacraments (Baptism - 
Confirmation - Communion) engage our young children 
and their families more effectively and fully, but that it 
will inspire them to continue with their formation in the 
faith, helped by grace from the sacraments of 
Confirmation and Eucharist, and prevent them from 
becoming one of the 80% of confirmed adolescents 
for whom it is, in Pope Francis’s words, "the sacrament 
of farewell.” We believe that this will help our children 
embrace the Mystery of the Holy Trinity in their lives 
and pray that it bring them to love God with all their 
heart, mind, soul, and strength.  
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